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September 22, 2025 

 

The Honorable Gavin Newsom 

Governor, State of California 

1021 O Street, Suite 9000 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

RE: AB 986 (Muratsuchi) SUPPORT  

 

Dear Governor Newsom: 

 

On behalf of the City of Hermosa Beach, I am writing to express our strong support 

of AB 986 (Muratsuchi) and to respectfully urge you to sign this critical legislation 

into law. The bill has received strong support from both the Assembly and Senate 

that support the recognition of landslides as true emergencies that pose serious 

threats to municipalities and residents across the State.  

 

In neighboring Rancho Palos Verdes, landslides continue to exact fiscal, logistic, 

and safety threats that are escalating due to climate change. In recent years, slow 

moving landslides have accelerated due to intense and unprecedented rainy 

seasons, with some areas experiencing a foot of movement a week. Ongoing land 

movement in high-risk areas have displaced residents from their homes and 

severely disrupted essential infrastructure and services, including roads, sewer lines, 

and utilities including power and gas. One of these roadways, Palos Verdes Drive 

South, serves as one of four major evacuation routes for the fire-prone Palos Verdes 

Peninsula and thus, must continually be repaired at an enormous cost to the City.  

 

Despite the significant risks and costs associated with landslides, current law does 

not explicitly recognize them as qualifying events for state emergency assistance. 

As a result, local governments are unable to access necessary resources to 

mitigate damage and protect public safety. The lack of financial and logistical 

support forces local governments to bear the full burden of disaster response and 

recovery, leaving communities vulnerable to further damage and economic strain. 
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AB 986 expands the definition of disasters constituting a state of emergency or a 

local emergency under the California Emergency Services Act to include 

landslides and conditions exacerbated by climate change. By doing so, the bill 

gives the Peninsula and all other affected communities a clearer path to declare 

emergencies and take action to protect public safety and infrastructure. We urge 

you to sign AB 986 into law to protect lives, safeguard communities, and ensure the 

State of California is prepared for the growing threat of landslides and climate-

driven disasters  

 

Thank you for your continued leadership in this issue. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Rob Saemann 

Mayor of Hermosa Beach 

 

Copy: Vishesh Anand, Deputy Regional Director - External Affairs, CA Governor's 

Office, vishesh.anand@gov.ca.gov 

 The Honorable Ben Allen, California State Senator, District 24  

The Honorable Al Muratsuchi, California State Assemblymember, District 66  

Hermosa Beach City Council, citycouncil@hermosabeach.gov  
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