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City of Hermosa Beach

Community Development Department
Planning Division

1315 Valley Drive

Hermosa Beach, CA 90254

Subject: Emergency Response to New 50.5 Feet Tall Apt. Bldg. at 3415 Palm Dr (ppp24-08)

This letter is to provide clarification on the County of Los Angeles Fire Department’s ability to
respond the adequate resources to the newly proposed 5-unit apartment building once
construction is complete for a fire or any other emergency. Due to the height of the proposed
building, which exceeds 30 feet, a truck company will become one of the primary resources
during fire responses. The only fire station within the city limits of Hermosa Beach is station
100 located at 540 Pier Avenue. Fire station 100 does not house a truck, they house an
engine company and a paramedic squad.

The County of Los Angeles Fire Department has an establish response matrix per incident.
A set number of resources will be responding to a specific type of emergency. For an
apartment fire, a minimum response is (5) engines, (2) trucks, (1) paramedic squad, and (2)
Battalion Chiefs. The Los Angeles County fire stations with truck companies responding to
the City of Hermosa Beach are in the nearby cities of Hawthorne and Gardena.

Redondo Beach and Manhattan Beach fire departments have their own Fire Department and
do not contact with the County of Los Angeles Fire Department for protection services. All
three departments have an Automatic Aid Agreement to ensure adequate resources are
dispatched to emergency incidents within the City of Hermosa Beach. Redondo Beach has a
truck housed at a fire station located 3.4 miles away and the City of Manhattan Beach has a
truck located 1 mile away from the subject project location. The Los Angeles Country Fire
Department’s command and control center coordinates available resource response
depending on availability and location.
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During the review process of this entitlement permit, the Fire Department has ensured the
project complies with the Fire Code and other applicable regulations with specific
requirements. As a request of the Planning Division, the Fire Department is also providing a
summary of the post construction fire response to the project.

Sincerely,

Richard Stillwagon, Fire Marshal
Assistant Fire Chief

County of Los Angeles Fire Department
Fire Prevention Division

Community Risk Reduction Bureau



